12th November 2020.

Galway Educate Together have earned
their 7th Green School
flag. The flag has
arrived and we hope to
be hoisting it aloft this
week, weather
permitting.

This Weeks Green Wall Theme is
Gratitude.
What is gratitude? Some definitions;
“the appreciation of what is valuable
and meaningful to oneself and
represents a general state of
thankfulness and/or appreciation”
(Sansone & Sansone, 2010).
“a thankful appreciation for what an
individual receives, whether tangible
or intangible. With gratitude, people
acknowledge the goodness in their
lives … As a result, gratitude also
helps people connect to something
larger than themselves as individuals –

GETNS is linking up with an
An Post Community Focus initiative.
If you know a care home in our
community who would like to partner
with us, please let us know:
admin@getns.ie

whether to other people, nature, or a
higher power” (Harvard Medical School)

Dancing for Diwali!
This week marks the muchloved Hindu festival, Diwali
(officially celebrated this
Saturday 14th November).

Diwali is celebrated this Saturday on
November 14th this year.
Diwali (also: Deepawali) is one of India's
biggest festivals. The word 'Deepawali' means rows
of lighted lamps. It is a festival of lights and Hindus
celebrate it with joy. During this festival, people light
up their houses and shops with Diyas (small cupshaped oil lamp made of baked clay). They worship
the Lord Ganesha for welfare and prosperity and
Goddess Lakshmi for wealth and wisdom. Hindus
light up their homes and shops to welcome the
Goddess Lakshmi and to give them good luck for
the year ahead. A few days before Ravtegh, which
is the day before Deepavali, houses, buildings,
shops and temples are thoroughly
cleaned, whitewashed and decorated with pictures,
toys and flowers. On the day of Deepawali, people
put on their best clothes and exchange greetings,
gifts and sweets with their friends and family. At
night, buildings are illuminated with earthen lamps,
candle-sticks and electric bulbs. Sweets and toy
shops are decorated to attract the passers-by. The
bazaars and streets are overcrowded. People buy
sweets for their own families and also send them as
presents to their friends and relatives. The Goddess
Lakshmi is also worshiped in the form of earthen
images, silver rupee. Hindus believe that on this
day, Lakshmi only enters houses which are neat
and tidy. People offer prayers for their own health,
wealth and prosperity. They leave the light on in
buildings believing that Lakshmi will not have
difficulty in finding her way in.

As part of our Learn Together
Curriculum, different classes learn about
different elements of this special Festival
of Lights; from Rangoli Patterns to
Mehndi Hand Designs, and even some
Kamariya Dancing!
Check out Adwitya from 2nd Class 2
teaching some of her dance to the rest of
the class!

Seomra Shona Senior and Seomra
Shona Middle have been learning
about Gratitude and having fun with
classmates.
We are thankful for so many things.

4th class 2 made some fabulous bubbles
for Science Week

Science Week
~ By Sophia Curran (5th class)
On Monday, the 9th of December, 5th Class 1 did some microbe
experiments! It was a very interesting and fun experience and we all
learned a lot!
The first experiment used a UV light. UV lights are able to see all of the
things like dirt on your hands. Fergus put a special kind of powder on his
hands and shone it under the UV light. The powder (which is invisible to
the normal light) shone green! We were all very impressed.
The second experiment we did used yeast. Yeast is actually a living
micro-organism! We mixed the yeast with water, and put the mix into a
bottle. Fergus put different amounts of sugar in each bottle. No sugar in
one, one in another and two in the last one. We then tied a balloon
around the opening of the bottle. The bottle with one pack of sugar
inflated. Apparently, it’s true you can have too little or too much of a
good thing!
We all had a lot of fun and the class just can’t wait until next year’s
science week!

Junior Infants 1 have been enjoying
Science Week. Look at our Rainbow
experiments. We are Super Scientists

Kevin and Frank from Seomra
Shona Senior enjoyed making a
Rainbow in a Jar for Science Week.

GETNS is proud to be a member of
DCU Change Maker Schools. The first
Newsletter for DCU Changemaker
Schools has been published and will
be emailed to you along with this
weeks’ Newsletter.

Pearse’s 3rd Class have been using the recent sunny weather for some
outdoor learning. For SPHE Circle Time on Friday we discovered Strength
Cards, which we discussed and created for each other.
It was lovely to see the kind and thoughtful compliments!

For students moving on to Secondary school next year please see the flyer
from Our Lady’s College and St. Mary’s College Galway

