5th November 2020

WELCOME BACK we have survived the
first half of this term and are on the homestretch of
2020. Thanks for your co-operation in getting us thus
far Covid free!
Our families use many modes of transport to arrive
safely to our school. The avenue and entrances can
become congested at times, we would ask those of you who travel by car/van to pay
extra attention to the vulnerabilities of those arriving on bikes and by foot.
There are one or two spots where puddles can form and lately our
pedestrians are being splashed with this excess water by passing
cars. It can be a very long day in school if it starts with wet clothes!
Please observe the no reversing signs, the no parking in the Bus
bay, the no parking on the Zebra crossings, no parking on the
paths that the children use etc. Often the car park has spaces
available and also the turning circle offers a safer option for
cars to turn. If we all slow down and remain considerate of all of our other road users we will
minimize the dangers that are out there!
Thank You.

Congratulations to Clara, Third Class One who is a

finalist in the ‘Summer Stars Story’
writing competition.
The whole class are very proud of
her.

Parents Association AGM Report

Our wonderful Parents’ Association held their AGM by Zoom on October 21st. We exceeded
the quorum, 33 families, thank you all!
We discussed the activities of the previous year, quite a few despite the lockdown, with
our welcome events for new families, a parents’ night out in the Oslo, a fantastic Winter
Fair, a staff appreciation event in December, and some bits of support for the Get Outside
initiative and t-shirts for the graduating class of 2020.

Our finances were then presented and happy to report that we are in good financial shape.
We then moved on to the important matter of discussing how we might support our School
community going forward. Central to this was the election of our new Parents’ Association
committee. We aim to have representation for all of our classes and our 22 volunteers have
ensured that all years including Seomra Shona are represented. We would love to have
more representatives for the Seomra Shona classes though, and could do with one or two
more for second, fifth, and sixth class. If that could be you, please get in touch at:
parentsassocationgetns@gmail.com
We are still busy getting our webpage into shape. Once it’s up and running we will circulate
details. The new PA committee will meet in the next few weeks and would love to hear any
ideas you have for activities or events we could host or support. Just email us at the
address above.

The Halloween Costume Party was a
great success before the Mid-Term
Break …can you recognise anyone?

Junior
Infants

Junior
Infants

4th Class

Seomra Shona
Spooky Halloween
They were also in
disguise as busy
gardeners too!
They planted bulbs
that will be ready in
Spring time.

Seomra Shona
Middle
Halloween
activities

All of the
children in
Pearse’s 3rd Class had a great day celebrating Halloween with Dress-Up Day

and a Talent Show. They had some super performances of dancing, singing,
jokes and magic tricks. Congratulations to all who took part!

Science Week is
coming up next
week 8th -15th
November.
The children are
busy preparing for
the event.

Science Week Event: The Galway
Science & Technology Virtual Festival
Show will take place on Sunday 22nd
November at 11am screened live
on www.galwayscience.ie. John
Sharpson & Clara Murray of RTE
Jnr After School Hub will present the
show and it will be a great family
event with dancing, bubbles, bugs,
snakes and juggling; talks on the
Science of Santa, a virtual tour of the
Galway Atlantaquaria and screening
of the winners of the Reel LIFE
Science video competition. The
Programme of Events for the day will
also include separate workshops by
video link by Killaloe Exploration
Dome, Fantastic DNA, Art by Dee
Deegan and our lovely Teddy Bear
Hospital. Go to
https://galwaysciencevirtualshow.even
tbrite.ie to register your interest.

In case you missed
it, Galway Educate
Together was in the
Galway Advertiser
on 22nd October
promoting Science
Week.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:
• How is close contact defined in an educational setting
The Department has shared the following with the school this week.
"The HPSC, the agency with responsibility for this matter, has published
the following definition of a close contact in an educational setting, as set
out below.
As per current HPSC close contacts guidelines a clinical Public Health Risk Assessment (PHRA)
will be undertaken for all educational settings where a confirmed case has attended whilst
infectious. This PHRA will determine the close contacts.
Close contacts definition:
• Any

person who has had face to face contact within less than 1 metre with a confirmed case
of COVID-19 for >15 minutes in a school day.

• Any

person who has been between 1 and 2 metres from a confirmed case of Covid-19 for
>15 minutes in a school day with consideration of other mitigation measures e.g. facecoverings, pods, ventilation, IPC measures or uncertain compliance with mitigation
measures in place (assessed through clinical PHRA)

Contacts are assessed from contact with a confirmed case of Covid-19 during their infectious
period - 48 hours before the onset of symptoms if symptomatic, or 24 hours before the test for
Covid-19 was taken in those who are asymptomatic.
It is important to note that the response to confirmed cases or outbreaks of Covid-19 in the
community or in a school is the responsibility of, and will be led and managed by, Public Health
HSE. All decisions as to appropriate actions following a confirmed case or outbreak will be made
by their teams in the context of a full Public Health Risk Assessment procedure. "

