4th February 2021

Partial Reopening of the School
We are delighted to welcome back our students from
Seomra Shona on Monday the 22nd of February!
The Department of Education and Skills sent guidelines to the
school last night and are due to issue further details over the
coming days. Once we have all the information, we will contact
the families involved directly.

We are there for you!
Please reach out to your child’s teacher if you need help,
clarification or advice with distance learning.

Google Classroom
If your child is using Google Classroom there is an option of
downloading the Google Classroom app. The teachers correct
and provide feedback on the children's work through the app. If
you download it, you can receive notifications when the teacher
leaves a message. If your child is using the website, they could
miss their teacher's notification. Each child is encouraged to
check their individual assignments for the feedback. The app
allows for more immediate communication between the child and
their teacher with a direct link to the comment.

Photo Collage
Junior Infants 1 made a lovely video collage of all their
distance learning activities. Please see the link on the GETNS
website to watch the video:

https://getns.weebly.com/home-learning-wall.html

Learning at Home
Frásaí na Coicíse
Naíonáin
Is maith liom. __ I like __
Ní maith liom __ I don't like __
Rang a 1 & 2
Is breá liom __ I love.__

For Irish audio pronunciation
log on to www.teanglann.ie
and type in the phrase

Song of the
Week
Rise by Katy Perry

Rang a 3 & 4
Is aoibhinn liom __ I love__
Is fuath liom __ I hate __
Rang a 5 & 6
An dtaitníonn __ leat? Do you like__?
Taitníonn __ liom. I like __
Ní thaitníonn __ liom. I don't like __

Every difficulty faced in life
is a lesson to be learned. If
you fight to get back up you
will "be transformed" into a
stronger being.
Fight, Rise and Transform

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ja575gdR7W8

Click on the links below to learn how to
draw really cool characters, as Gaeilge le
Lucy. You can learn how to draw Mike
Wazowski from Monsters Inc., a Minion
from Despicable me or a character from
Toy Story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIoJNwwMO3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHy2yWgwRNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMbeFWUBMiM

Resources for Parents
Supporting your child to stay safe online
Tuesday the 9th of February is Safer Internet Day 2021
and National Parents Council Primary are running free
online interactive workshops on “Keeping your child safe
online” all next week. This programme will give you
practical information and supports to help you as a parent
in this vital role. It will help you better understand that
your parenting skills are key to keeping your child safe and
it will also look at some of the evidence about what
children in Ireland are spending their time doing on line
and will also examine some of the risks and benefits for
children online.The sessions are taking place online via
Zoom at 10am on Monday to Friday, and 8pm on Monday
to Thursday next week, starting Monday the 8th. Just click
on the link below to register. Each session will have limited
numbers for discussion and questions, and places will be
offered on a first come first serve basis.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/InternetSafetyOnline2021
Webinar for parents on Google Classroom from Sligo Education Centre

https://www.ecsligo.ie/webinars-for-parents.html

Distance Learning: Students’ Voice
Over the last two weeks we have invited the children to share their thoughts
with us about distance learning. This is a flavour of the children’s responses:

What do you like about Distance
Learning?
PE, Art,
The zoom calls
I love all the activities on seesaw
Getting to stay at home and do
work.
Being able to take breaks when I
want.
My 20min break
Not as much stress
Seesaw, maths, reading, writing
It’s a bit shorter than school.
I haven't really enjoyed anything.
I like everything
I like being at home and learning at
home .
Mostly I like doing maths
That it’s not so loud and I can
concentrate.
Everything. I like to see my friends
and teachers.
I like the science and the zoom calls
Writing
I can spend more time with family
and learn together.
Flexibility and seesaw app
I like that I can get more sleep and
do not have to be up early.
I like that I can choose what work
to do.
I do it when I feel like it.

What do you miss most about
being in class?
I miss seeing my friends.
Talking to my friends every day in
school
seeing my friends in real life
PE
the way your teacher can talk to
you
Nothing
Everything - my teacher, my
friends, my class, my activities.
Talking to everyone
outside time
Aistear is more fun in school.
I miss the playground and the
classroom. There are some good
activities in school like a huge
sandbox.
I miss yard and art
Seeing my teachers and friends.
The teachers and my friends and
everything.
That I can't see all my friends and
play with them
Seeing all my friends and my
Teacher and the S.N.A's
Being around other people my own
age. I miss my friends in class and
in school I'm more organised
I got to see all my friends in the
classroom and it's easier to work

What do you like about Distance
Learning?
It is not too hard.
I get to play a lot
Jumping around in the sitting room
for PE
The ability to work from bed
I love hearing other people's news
and being able to share mine!
Mostly everything but especially
seeing everyone I like it very much.
Meeting my classmates and teacher
and telling them my news.
I love seeing my teacher and my
friends on zoom
I can chose my activities
I like doing work then stopping for a
break and playing for a bit.
Using the computer
Having ideas for experiments to do
at home.
My favourite thing was when we had
experiments to do with pepper water
and dish soap. Experiments are the
best of fun.
I like that we get to talk to each
other.
That we all get to know each other
better and talk to our friends and
teacher
I get see my friend and play fun
games
Recording my reading
Starting at a later time than usual
I get to play a lot

What do you miss most about
being in class?
It's not at all distracting whereas in
my house it is very distracting.
Being there with everybody and
doing subjects like drama and
things like that
Friends, getting to talk to them
Friends, my teacher, the yard.
Everything-playing and schoolwork
Homework, school work, meeting
teachers and friends and playing in
school, art in school.
Not seeing people
Focus
Not meeting friends and teachers, I
miss my teacher and friends but I
like working at home.
It's hard to concentrate.
Aistear
I miss all of my friends and all the
teachers.
I miss when we sing songs and
being with my friends on one big
table
Socialising - Playing in the yard.
Sharing my stories
Breaks with other children.
When the teacher asks questions, it
is really exciting to share
information. When you don't know
something you just ask the teacher.
Not having my teacher with me
I miss my friends. I miss doing work
with my friends.

An Post Community Focus
Community Focus is all about strengthening local bonds.
Now they’re asking students to look out for the postagepaid ‘Send Love’ postcards they’re supplying to every
home and use the writing resources they provide on their
website.

https://www.anpost.com/Community/Activitiesforstudents
This Monday 1st February was
St. Bridget's Day.
Galway City Museum have some student
resources explaining the traditions and
history behind this Irish Saints Day. Click
the link below for information, resources
and how to make a St. Bridget's cross.

https://www.galwaycitymuseum.ie/blog/st-bridgets-cross/

GAP Virtual ''Show and Tell''
Wednesdays at 11 am
GAP invites primary school-aged children to join a virtual
''Show and Tell''; every week they will give a topic and
students have a week to pick an item, picture or drawing
that represents it. If the children don't feel like speaking,
they can simply show their item or picture.
The first session takes place Wednesday 3rd February at 11
am. Click the link below to register.
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkcOqvrjIvG9J01RaCkc5bwpBOGUq4vWab

Story time with GAP
For the next 6 weeks GAP are running a story time on
Thursday mornings at 11am. If you would like to join the
GAP story time, please click the link below to register.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsc--qrT4pHdKiBOMyMzSVT62k5r57YoaM

Virtual Play Date and Meet
up Partners needed!
Seeking boys ages 8 - 12 years who
enjoy drawing, cartoons, comics,
dragons, Minecraft and Roblox,
jigsaws, pets and animals Seeking
girls ages 10 - 14 years who enjoy
art, cooking, Arianna Grande, TV
show Sam and Cat, investigators.
If you have a child or young person
who shares similar interests and
would like to take part in a Virtual
Meet up, please email Aisling on:
coordinator@galwayautismpartnership.com

