3rd September 2020

It is lovely to hear the sound of the children's laughter and voices around the
school. A special week in many ways!!

We have made important changes to the Drop off Times,
please note the changes below.

Due to the success of the different coloured gates, we can speed up
the morning entry times. Thank you for your cooperation and
understanding

For safety reasons, Second Class
are now being collected from
outside their patio. This is working
much better. Thank you!

4th 5th and 6th back

For safety reasons
we are asking
parents from third
class to collect their
children from
outside the patio
door from Monday.

to 2.30pm finish

Payment for the Book Rental,
Family Contributions and Classroom fees
We have an inhouse payment system you can avail of. We will send out a text
message with a link that you can use to make payments, in full, or in instalments to
suit your needs.

Alternatively, if you would like to pay by Bank Transfer please see the details below.
Please reference the family name and allocation of the fee.
Bank Name; Bank of Ireland
Bank Branch: University Branch
A/C Name: Galway Educate Together NS BOM
IBAN: IE16 BOFI 9040 1853 8700 18
BIC: BOFIIE2D
Thank-you for your cooperation.

School Buses
It has come to our attention this week that one
of the school buses dropped children off too
early on two occasions. We have followed up
with the bus company in question, and hope this
matter is resolved now.
All busses will resume their normal collection
time of 2.30pm

Can you find your gate and
your classroom?

Big Welcome Back to all of our friends in Seomra
Shona Junior! You have all transitioned back to
school exceptionally well! We are super proud of
you.
A special welcome to Daniel who has joined our
class this year.
Looking forward to a fabulous year ahead! :)

Third Class One are delighted to
welcome Saoirse to our class! Saoirse
is an amazing artist, she did a very
colourful portrait grid to tell us all
about her favourite things.

Picture of Seomra Shona Senior having
a socially distanced lunch on the patio.

Welcome to our Junior infants classes
Junior Infants had a
wonderful week in school.
We followed our morning
routine and had play time,
story time, snack time and
outside play.
We can't wait to have more
fun next week! ☺️

Great to see 2nd Class Back in
Action!!

The HSE and Department of Education and Skills have sent
us information and video links for parents in the
preparation for your child returning to school.

✓ Department of Education information for students and
their families returning to school.
•
•
•
•
•

How to prepare your child for returning to school during COVID-19
Health advice for parents
Information in your language
Frequently raised topics
Directory of CPD and online resources
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a04fc-advice-for-students-and-their-families/

✓ Department video to help prepare junior infants to
2nd Class students for returning to school.
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/a128d-back-to-school

✓ Covid-19 Information in different languages
https://nascireland.org/covid-19-world-service

Lost and Found:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/2dJgVoXDBMuKbFdx9
When we rushed out the doors on Thursday 12th March a lot
of clothing was left behind. A parent that has worked
endlessly on reducing our lost property over the last number
of years, has taken the time to take a photograph of each
item in today's pile. Please take a look If you recognize any
item, please copy and paste the photo, add your child's name
and email Gotzone at lost.and.found.bits@gmail.com
We will then contact you with instructions regarding
collection.

Swimming
Leisureland have advised that there will
be no swimming this year, at least until
2021, due to current regulations.

Library Books
Can you please return any School Library books you have at home.
1. Place the books in a sealed plastic bag

2. Place them in the blue box by the secretary’s office

Thank-you to
our community
members who
have spent lots
of time helping
the school with
re-opening.

Thank-you to the board of Management who have really
had to step up a gear this summer to ensure the safety of
the staff and pupils as we returned to a 2020-2021 school
year, challenging Covid-19.

We very
kindly
received a
donation of
Lap-tops
which are
being used by
3rd and 4th
classes

Earlier this year we were the extremely
fortunate recipients of a very generous
donation of €10,000!!
We used this donation to improve the IT and
STEM resources for the children by purchasing
28 LEGO Robotics Kits and 16 Chromebooks.
We thoroughly look forward to using these
LEGO kits and Chromebooks this year!

What time does the school open?
The school gate opens at 8.40am

Are teachers taking children’s temperatures?
We have no plan to take children’s temperatures. We did buy a
non-contact thermometer for emergency use only.

Can I email my child’s class teacher?
Parents can email the class teacher for the purposes of informing
the teacher of absence, illness, any relevant information that will
have a bearing on the child in school. Email will not be used for
purposes that involve a discussion or email to and fro. Parents
can email to request a phone call/meeting with the teacher.
Correspondence by email should be within working hours only.
Please refer to the school email policy:
https://getns.weebly.com/email-policy.html

If I decide to homeschool my child, can they stay on
the school register?
Parents who decide to home educate their child must complete a
registration assessment process with the Educational Welfare
Services of the Child and Family Agency. The registration
assessment process is straightforward and usually involves a visit
to the home setting after a home education application has been
received https://www.tusla.ie/services/educational-welfareservices/information-for-parents-and-guardians/home-educationand-attending-non-recognised-schools/
Once a child is registered for home education they cannot stay on
the school register.

Next Week: Parents will receive a link to a survey.
This questionnaire will help us learn more about the children.

