26th November 2020

Parent Teacher Meetings will take place by
phone-call this December
Parent teacher meetings are a valuable means of building and
strengthening relationships between home and school. Together we can celebrate your child's
progress and strengths and identify ways to support their ongoing development and learning.
•
•
•
•

This year in line with DES guidelines the meetings will take place by phone.
During the month of December, you will be invited to talk to your child's teacher.
Staff will reach out shortly to organise a mutually convenient time for a phone call.
For practical purposes, phone calls will be limited to ten minutes.

Thank you parents for using the correct entry and exit gates as bellow:
YELLOW GATE

RED GATE

BLUE GATE

Second class

Fourth Class

Fifth Class

First Class

Third Class

Sixth Class

Senior Infants

Junior Infants

Frása na Coicíse
We try to use Irish as much as possible throughout the day for classroom
greetings and instructions. It is important that the children see the Irish language
as a living language. Each fortnight we will include our ‘Frása na Coicíse’ here.
You may like to use them with your child. If you have any problems with
pronunciation log on to www.teanglann.ie, type in the phrase and you will get a
very quick and accurate audio pronunciation.
Naíonáín: Slán! (Good bye)
Rang a 1 & 2: Slán leat agus go raibh maith agat! (Good bye and thank you!)
Rang a 3 & 4: Feicfidh me thú amárach (I will see you tomorrow)
Rang a 5& 6: Slán agus go n-eirí an bóthar leat! (Good bye, may the road rise to meet you!)

E-PAYMENTS FACILITY REACTIVATED FOR 2020-21 SCHOOL YEAR.
Tomorrow, Friday 27th November, a payment request link will be
sent via text to all families with an outstanding balance on the
Family Book Rental Fee. This fee €60.00 per Family is a
mandatory fee for all families that avail of the school book rental
scheme. One can pay through this link in instalments if that suits
you best, the link will remain active until balance is paid. Payment plans are always
welcome and can be set up easily with Noreen in the office.
Currently the Book rental scheme gives children access to over 300 different books,
used daily in all subject areas, from Junior Infants to 6th that otherwise would have to
be bought by families. This money also covers licensing fees, subscriptions to Apps,
websites and online resources for a wide range of subjects. This payment was due in
September.
Please note that the Family Voluntary Contribution collection,
suggested amount €140 per family will also appear on the parent’s
payment link. The Family Voluntary Contribution is voluntary and up
to the discretion of each and every family, but the school
does rely heavily on this income for classroom resources
from sand/chalk in junior infants to science/maths
th
equipment in 6 Class. Unfortunately, the grants that we receive from the
Department of Education only go towards the utility bills and the
maintenance of housing our pupils and staff in a safe and healthy building.
We ask you to please help us to bridge this funding gap so that we can continue to
offer all our children some amazing experiences that will help them throughout their
life. Please contribute whatever you can afford.
The most efficient way to support the school is to make a regular monthly donation.
A monthly donation of €21 is eligible for tax relief, which means the government will
give us an extra €112 at no extra cost to you! You can sign up to this via on-line
banking or by using the E-payments link or by bringing the following bank details to
your bank.
Bank of Ireland, University Branch, Newcastle,
Galway
Galway Educate Together National School
IBAN: IE16BOFI90401853870018
BIC: BOFIIE2D
If you require further clarification on this, you can check with Noreen in the school
office at any time. Ph:091527887 or email: admin@getns.ie
Thank you for your support.

Admissions:
Under our new Admissions Policy, siblings of current
students are treated as category 1, meaning if the
waitlist is over-subscribed then category 1 gets offered
first. As we are over-subscribed and are now coming
close to having both classes filled, we would like to
double check with our parent body that all siblings who want to be registered for
September 2021 are registered?
Please do email admin@getns.ie if you are uncertain as to your status.
On Tuesday 1st December we will offer the remaining vacant places to
those on the waiting list. Please contact us before this date as once the
classes are filled we will not be able to accommodate further entries
regardless of categories.

Galway Cycling Campaign have been in touch with
us regarding the numbers of pupils cycling to school
on a regular basis. We have received and are
distributing cycle safety packs courtesy of the RSA
and Galway Cycling Campaign.
# LightUpYourBike
Galway Cycling
Campaign and the
RSA want to
encourage people to
become more visible
on the roads by
putting lights on their
bikes and wearing
reflector jackets and
arm bands.
Please send in
photos of your bike
with lights, if you
would like to be
included in this
campaign.

Monday, November 30th, is the start of GETNS
annual Book Fair Week!!!
Starting Monday 30th November
Finishing Monday 7th December

Due to Covid restrictions, our Book Fair this year will be online.
This brings added benefits to you:
• Order from the comfort of your home, open 24 hours from dates
• Easy to use online system, quick checkout, no need to register.
• Wider choice of titles, over 1,500 books to choose from.
• Age-graded website to make it easy to choose.

below.

Don't forget to check out different categories, e.g. Bargain Box, Under €5, Sport, etc..
Our school will get a fantastic commission of 50% in free books - for every 2 books you
buy, our school gets 1 free book for our school library!
Please ensure you use the link below, you must be on the Book Fair site or our school will
not get the credit.
• click

on https://bookfair.tarabookco.ie/

• click

on:

• Password:

20000L

All books should be delivered to school by 11th December.
We appreciate your support over the years with our Book Fairs.
Thank you for your continued support,

Galway Educate Together School Library Team

This month’s Aistear theme is
The Doctors Surgery. Junior
Infants 1 enjoyed role playing
doctors, nurses & receptionists.

Maths and word games in Seomra Shona Middle

Seomra Shona Junior celebrated World Children’s Day by distinguishing between
children’s wants and needs.

We're very proud of our Green School
committees and of our whole school
community for the work that went into
achieving our newest Green Flag.
WELL DONE EVERYONE!
Follow this link to get a taste of the
work done by our wonderful Green
School Committees.
https://getns.weebly.com/green-schools.html

CRANNÓG UPDATE – 3

Call out for scraps of carpet!

Hello again everyone,
Long time, no see; we hope you are all keeping well.
Christmas is fast approaching, and we have yet to put a
roof (and a chimney in place for Santa). So, Team
Crannóg will be back for the second phase of the build:
Which is the roof.

Do you have any scraps of carpet
you no longer need? Any carpet
pieces are greatly welcomed for
PHASE 2 of the GETNS Crannog
build.

PHASE ONE
To recap, what we have done so far is: marking out, digging the
foundations, aligning the upright posts, measuring and cutting the
joints for the cross posts (hinges), inserting the cross posts,
digging the drainage system, digging the pathway, inputting a
ramp base for wheelchair access, and creating the stone walls
between the posts.
PHASE TWO
Now our main focus is getting some shelter up. The roof will require cross beams (rafters) to
support the roof, so that will be the first step. We will get some damp-proof liner up to protect the
build from the rain, and then… we will place the roof on. The roof will be made from the grass
layer that we dug up in the first phase. This way we are reusing our materials, which is a very
important part in our Crannóg build. Our ethos is: Reusing, recycling, and reduce.

THE HISTORY OF THE CRANNÓG
WHAT IS A CRANNÓG?
So, our idea for The Crannóg art project came from the
type of residence built by our ancestors living in
Ireland thousands of years. A Crannóg is a wooden
structure placed on an artificial island built on a
lake, or surrounded by water.
WHEN WERE CRANNÓGS LIVED IN?
Crannógs were used in Ireland from as far back as the Neolithic period (500bc – 2000bc)
through to the Iron Age, Bonze Age, and Christian Period, and were lived in even up to the
Medieval Period.
WHAT DOES THE WORD CRANNÓG MEAN?
The word Crannóg is an Irish word and first appeared in documents dating from the 13th
century. “Crann” means tree, and “óg” means young. The closest interpretations would mean
‘young trees’, and this could refer to the appearance that a lot of these islands took after they

were abandoned, as they started to be covered in young trees. Alternatively, it may be due to
being constructed with primarily trees.
WHERE CAN YOU FIND CRANNÓGS?
Crannógs can be found in Scotland, Scandinavia, but
primarily Ireland. Lough Gara in County Sligo is said to
have been to most populated Crannóg dwelling in Ireland,
and team member Barra build his roundhouse overlooking
this lake. The image above is of Craggaunowen in County
Clare.
WHY DID PEOPLE BUILD CRANNÓGS ON LAKES?
Archaeologists assume that Crannógs were built on lakes for a host of different reasons. The
first reason is understood to be due to Irelands densely populated wooded areas during the
ancient past. People moved out onto lakes or built in upland areas to avoid removing trees
and so they could see the (blue) skies. Perhaps it rained less in those days! The second
reason is connected to belief systems where lakes carried profound religious significance to
the people of the time. The third reason for building on lakes was for defensive p urposes.
HOW DID THEY BUILD CRANNÓGS BACK THEN?
•

THE MOUNT to make the artificial island was mainly made up of big branches, lake
mud (marl or blue clay), and tree trunks. Stones were often incorporated too. At times ,
they even drove wooden poles into the lakebed in upright positions and built the living
space on top hovering above the water.

•

HOUSE DWELLINGS were constructed using wooden beams tied together with willow
branches and a thatch roof using reeds.

•

THE TOOLS USED to build these structures was very basic from bones, wood, antlers
and stone. Later bronze and iron were used, and most certainly no machinery! People
power and community support was the most defining aspects. Even then, it would have
taken a long time to construct.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Irish Times reported in February 2020
that archaeologists have recently discovered a
site in Connemara, Co Galway which may have
been a Crannóg dating back over 4,000 years.

“Well breaks over, back to work lads!”

JOEY BELL SLEEP OUT
On Friday, 4th December, I will be
leaving behind the comfort of my
cozy bedroom and sleeping out in
Galway’s bitterly cold winter
weather with just a sleeping bag,
as part of COPE Galway 2020
Business Sleep Out. The aim of
this annual event is to raise
awareness of the issue of
homelessness and raise funds to support COPE Galway’s Homeless Services.
For the people supported by COPE Galway, COVID-19 has been devastating and has
caused uncertainty and distress to people living without a home. As a result, funds raised are
more important now than ever.
I have signed up to take part in the 2020 Business Sleep Out to support COPE Galway and
raise €3,000 to play my part in helping to fight homelessness in Galway.
If you are in a position to do so, please show your support by making a donation
here: https://copegalway.enthuse.com/pf/joey-bell-sleep-out or
https://www.gofundme.com/f/cope-galway-2020 or by sending a cheque payable to ‘COPE
Galway’ to: Joey Bell, Kenny Galway, City North Business Park, Tuam
Rd, Galway H91RY93.
On behalf of all those experiencing homelessness in Galway, thank you.

You might remember that Sweeney Oil, sponsored us for our big fundraiser,
The Chaser, in June 2019. They continue to support us by offering our
community a special discount on home heating oil.

500 Litres of Kerosene for €245.00

This offer is only valid until Tuesday 1st December and to avail you must
ring Marie directly on 0879473588. Don’t forget to mention that you are
connected to Galway Educate Together NS.

