22nd October 2020
On Friday 23rd October the school will close for its scheduled mid-term
break. Friday is a normal school day. School will reopen on Monday 2nd
November at 8.50am.
In keeping with our traditional mid-term celebration, we welcome the children
to dress up in their Halloween costumes on Friday 23rd October. In order to
create a sense of fun and holidays whilst still protecting ourselves against
Covid-19 we ask that any child who would like to dress-up for Halloween adhere to the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Children are to arrive and leave in their costumes
Children are not allowed to change their clothes during the day
Strictly costumes only - no other extras such as toy weapons, wands or anything that
can be handed over to another pupil
No Masks allowed
Unfortunately, the traditional shared lunch will not be possible but all children are
welcome to bring in a treat.
Alternative Parent information evening:
Over the years, we have always enjoyed hosting parent information
evenings in GETNS. These evenings were a lovely way for parents and
staff to meet and discuss the workings of the school and class as well as
help parents gain an understanding of their child’s day. They always proved
to be a nice social event creating opportunities for chats with other parents/
staff over a cup of tea. Unfortunately, we cannot offer this evening this year.

In lieu of this however, we would like give you an overview of information on G.E.T.N.S through the
following link: https://getns.weebly.com/
A separate link will also be emailed to you from your child’s class teacher which will give you an
overview on your child’s daily life in class.

As you know, there is great uncertainty around Covid-19 and school closures
currently. The school does not have any information outside of what is in the
media each day. Due to this uncertainty, we will be sending books home in your
child’s school bag this Friday in case of any possible closures following on from
midterm. We will contact you straight away should any official information be
communicated to us on this matter.

Family Voluntary Contribution
As you well know Education is not free, the money GETNS receives from the
government is simply not enough to cover all the costs associated with
running a school. We have a shortfall every year of over €30,000, which is
necessary to provide learning materials, classroom equipment and the likes.
We ask you the Educate Together Community to help the school financially to
provide the best possible learning environment for our children. We are
extremely thankful to all the families who have helped us in the past, and who
continue to do so with their monthly standing order contributions.
We ask that each family help where they can, to the level they can afford. If
every family contributes €140 for the year, we’ll have enough money to cover
all our costs. We know that this might not be possible for all of you, so we ask
if you can donate more, please do so.
Donations can be made via on-line banking, our details are as follows:
A/C Name: Galway Educate Together NS BOM
Bank: Bank of Ireland, University Branch, Newcastle, Galway
IBAN: IE16 BOFI 9040 1853 8700 18
BIC: BOFIIE2D
Thank you all for your continued support of this wonderful school.

3rd Class 2 were very busy last week taking part in loads of Maths Week 2020 activities,
including online workshops, table quizzes, outdoor maths trails and Smyth’s Catalogue
challenges.
Congratulations to the pupils who won prizes for correctly answering the Problem of the Day!

CRANNÓG UPDATE – 2
Hello again everyone,
So, I’m sure you are all aware
that the Crannóg build is well
under way. It was a really
great start and we are very
thankful to get a few dry days.
So, PHASE ONE is finished,
we’ll explain what that is in a
few moments. But first let us
explain how the idea of the
Crannóg came about.

The idea of the Crannóg
The idea came from one of
Bryan’s visits to his friends in the Sahara desert. His friends live in refugee camps in one of the hottest
places on earth, and they rely on foreign aid for their survival. The Western Sahrawi people do not
have access to running water, so they receive lots of bottle water into the camps. This means that there
is an excess of plastic waste. So, some of Bryan’s friends collect the plastic bottles, fill them with sand
and reuse them to construct buildings. They showed him the process, and the idea for a Crannóg was
born. That coupled with Barra’s very own roundhouse offer the perfect ingredients for our Crannóg
project to become a reality.

Time Capsule
Team Crannóg had a few visiting friends
on Saturday morning during the early
stages of Crannóg construction. A small
number of teachers, students and parents
were checking in on our progress. We
talked about how we wanted to mark this
occasion, so we decided to create a time
capsule. For anyone who does not know
what that is, it’s a message inserted into a
container and left in a location for future
generations to open and read.
Our time capsule was last weeks “Crannóg
update” printed out, signed by everyone
present, inserted into a plastic bottle, and
the students placed the bottle with the
letter inside into the foundation of the
Crannóg.

PHASE ONE complete
Phase One is arguably the most
physically demanding part of the
project for Team Crannóg. It
consisted of marking out, digging
the foundations, aligning the
upright posts, measuring and
cutting the joints for the cross
posts (henges), inserting the cross
posts, digging the drainage
system, digging the pathway,
inputting a ramp base for
wheelchair access, and creating
the stone walls between the posts.
The planning and preparation work
for this phase was essential.
Angles, lengths, weight distribution
and placement cannot be
underestimated. Weather is also a
major factor, especially working at
heights. It means now that we can
move onto PHASE TWO.
PHASE TWO is up next. And that means we are moving onto the roof. We’ll keep you updated on there
over the coming weeks.
In next week’s Crannóg Update we will introduce you to Team Crannóg

Are you a proud parent with a new baby?
Will your baby be 2 – 4 months old in
October/November?

You and your baby could be a Roots of Empathy Family!
Last year for the first time The Roots of Empathy programme came to GETNS. We found it
hugely engaging for the children and would like to participate again this year. Two members of
our staff Foz and Sara who conducted the programme last year would like to run it again this
year with 3rd Class. It will be a virtual program this year, hoping to start after the midterm. They are looking for two families to participate. Please get in touch with Sara or Foz if
you think you might be interested or have any questions!
Roots of Empathy is a program for primary school children. The
program’s aim is to increase empathy - the ability to understand
how another person feels. Children learn to care for and respect
each other, leading to less bullying and aggression.
As part of the program, a baby with one or both parents would
typically visit a local classroom 9 times over the course of a school
year with a ROE Instructor.
However, due to COVID 19, our traditional program has been
adapted to offer virtual delivery as an option for the 2020-21
school year.

Roots of
Empathy is
needed
more than
ever!
If you think this might
be something you may
be interested in or
have any questions,
please contact us:
saragetns@gmail.com
fozgetns@gmail.com

What you need to know:
•
•
•
•

Babies must be between 2 and 4 months old in October/November.
Some of our programs will be starting in October/November 2020 and some in January 2021.
Parents need to agree to and ensure they have the ability to share photos and videos with the
class (GDPR guidelines will be followed).
The program helps children learn about a baby’s needs, how babies develop and lets children
observe the loving relationship between a parent and baby.

Other COVID 19 related information – Please read We are hopeful that there may be a physical
return to classrooms sometime in 2021 but only when it is deemed safe for everybody (we will be
monitoring the situation closely and adhere to all government guidelines).

