20th May 2021

Update to Next Year's 2021-2022 School Calendar!!
There has been an amendment to the school Calendar dates for the
February mid-term break. Please see the updated School Calendar at the
end of this newsletter and on the website.
School Photo samples have been distributed to students on
Tuesday with options and instructions on how to place an
order for your school photo. Please return non-online orders
to your teacher for collection by Friday next week, 28th May.
Class Groups for 2021 - 2022
It is normal practice in our school to emphasise that the double
classes are treated as a single group of children shared
between two classrooms. Class groupings are traditionally
changed annually. Last May, we were in our first lockdown,
working remotely and we did not reform the class groupings for
2020 - 2021.
Currently, we are looking ahead to next year and reforming our class groups.
Class teachers are emailing parents and guardians today with further details.
It has been noted that some children are engaging in unsafe
behaviours such as climbing on the exterior walls, trees etc.. after
pick up. We urge parents to ensure that their children do not do
this and leave the grounds immediately as required in these Covid
times.
Thank you.
An email was sent out to all parents yesterday from the Parents Association
with details on how to order the GETNS School Hoodie. If you would like to
purchase a school hoodie please email: parentsassociationgetns@gmail.com
by 26th May. Completed order forms and payment will need to be returned to
the school by the 2nd June.

Have a Ha-Bee Day!!

World Bee Day today 20th May

Class News
3rd Class have been very busy showing off their amazing projects,
and learning all about fractions using some colourful tasty treats!

Information Note from the HSE regarding Covid Testing
The HSE ICT systems have been disabled as a precaution in response to the
cyber attack last Friday 14th May.
They are also experiencing some difficulties in being able to refer close contacts
identified in the usual way for testing. Therefore, close contacts identified by
contact tracing are asked to attend walk in centres for testing and not await
appointments.
For staff or students who are due testing, but have not received an appointment,
they should attend the walk-in centres directly. Anyone who is awaiting a result of
the Day 10 test, should continue to restrict their movements until they receive this
result, or they have restricted their movements for 14 days, whichever is the
soonest.
If someone is symptomatic but has not yet got a test result, they should continue
to self-isolate as per guidelines. No-one with symptoms consistent with Covid-19
should be in the school. No close contact exclusions need to be made until a
confirmed result is received.
Whilst there is a slight delay compared to normal processes, positive results are
being rapidly provided to patients.

Information for Parents

click on the images for more info.

HEALTH BEHAVIOUR IN SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN (HBSC) IRELAND

World Health Organization Collaborative Cross-National Study
The Health Behaviour in School-aged Children (HBSC) survey is a WHO
collaborative cross-national study that monitors the health behaviours,
health outcomes and social environments of school-aged children every
four years. HBSC Ireland surveys school-going children aged 9-18 years.
The study is conducted by the HBSC Ireland team, based at the Health
Promotion Research Centre, NUI Galway. the HBSC Ireland 2018 Full
Variable Report is now available.
http://www.nuigalway.ie/hbsc/hbscireland/2018study/

Making the move to Secondary school
The move from 6th Class to 1st year can be a challenging time
for children and their parents. Folens have developed a practical guide for parents
to help support their children with this transition, authored by experienced
counsellor and teacher Graham Richmond.
This guide is available here:

A day of free creativity for children and young people
Ireland is the first, and only, country in the world to have a
national day of free creativity for children and young people
under 18. Cruinniú na nÓg is a flagship initiative of the Creative
Ireland Programme’s Creative Youth Plan to enable the creative
potential of children and young people. Delivered in partnership
with the 31 Local Authorities and supported by RTÉ, you are
invited to participate in a programme of fun, free, creative
activities; from graffiti art workshops to stop-motion animation, to
coding and architecture workshops!
Click on the logo for more information:

National Parents
Council Primary
(NPC)
Free Online Training
events for Parents
Supporting your child’s
mental health and
wellbeing
This week NPC are holding
training sessions for
Parents on Supporting
children’s mental health
and wellbeing.
Today, Thursday 20th
May there will be an
evening session at 8pm
and tomorrow Friday 21st
May, a morning session at
10am.

Tusla has launched a new e-learning course to support
parents and carers to form stronger and more positive
relationships with their young children. 'Relationships are Key'
offers reassurance and guidance for parents across seven
modules. Sign up today by clicking on the image below:

This session by NPC in
conjunction with St.
Patrick’s Mental Health
Services, supports parents
to encourage and promote
positive mental health and
wellbeing in their children.
If you would be interested
in attending (virtually) one
of these sessions please
click here to register:

Places are limited and will
be allocated on a first
come first served basis.

