17th December 2020

A huge Thank you to the Parents Association for their generous gift of Lunch
and treats for all the staff at Galway Educate Together. It was very much
appreciated!
Board of Management
The GETNS Board of Management are seeking a new female Parent
Nominee. If you're interested in putting yourself forward or have any
questions about the role please contact:
parentsassociationgetns@gmail.com
The Board of Management is a powerful way for any parent to contribute to the well-being,
development and life of the school. Please consider putting yourself forward. Further
information is also available at:
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/primary_and_post_primary_education/goin
g_to_primary_school/boards_of_management.html

Thank You to all our students, families and staff who generously supported our
online GETNS Book Fair with Tara Book Company. We raised 1000 EURO in
commission for our school library. We look forward to purchasing new books and
re-opening our lovely library.

Please see attached to this week’s Newsletter
important information from Educate Together

UPCOMING WINTER CELEBRATIONS
Christmas
Christmas is a very important Christian festival and of course is marked in
Educate Together schools nationwide; just as our school marks Diwali, Eid,
Hanukkah and other religious festivals throughout the school term. For many of
our families at Galway Educate Together, Christmas has a huge cultural significance and it is
celebrated by spending time with family, decorating homes and sharing food & presents. To
those families celebrating Christmas, have a very happy & safe Christmas.

Winter Solstice
We also would like to acknowledge the Winter Solstice, which will occur
this coming Monday, 21st December. It is the day of the year with the
fewest hours of daylight, and it marks the start of the
astronomical winter. After the winter solstice, days start becoming longer and nights
shorter as spring approaches. Ancient pagan cultures viewed the winter solstice as a time
of death and rebirth. The children will be learning about this ancient
celebration next week. They may even get to see a clip of Newgrange
aligning to the sun! Livestream available here from within the
chamber from 8.45am on
Sunday: http://www.discoverboynevalley.ie/livestream-wintersolstice-newgrange-2020

Seasonal gifts to staff.
We understand that some parents and children
like to give small gifts to staff at this time of
year. Whilst this is a lovely thoughtful gesture
and is much appreciated; we would ask that you
donate to COPE instead, should you so wish. As
you know, we normally collect food and clothing
items for COPE each year but are unable to do
so this year due to Covid restrictions. If you
wish to donate, please log on to
https://www.copegalway.ie/ to support their
wonderful cause.
Thank you in advance.

Christmas cards:
It is always nice to both give and
receive Christmas cards. However,
as you know, this year is different
due to Covid. We would ask that
children do not exchange cards
with their friends or adults in the
school. Whilst the gesture is
appreciated, we have to think of
minimising potential risks at this
time. Your support with this is
greatly appreciated.

School Celebration Dance. Please see the
school website for the video of the
event. Video will be uploaded soon!!

Junior Infants 1 filled their class marble jar. As their
reward they enjoyed a ‘hot chocolate day’.

Junior Infants 2 have been
having a great time in the new
GETNS polytunnel!

2nd Class 2 have also enjoyed
inspecting the GETNS
Polytunnel.

G.E.T OUTSIDE:
We are delighted to have
received delivery of
sports equipment today
that will be distributed
among each class bubble
for their outside play!

3rd Class 2 got to check out the
GETNS polytunnel on Friday morning.
It got the thumbs up of approval!

Last week they explored the story,
key figures and symbols of the
celebration of Hanukkah. They were
very fortunate to have dreidels in class to class to play a few rounds
of the game, which they all really enjoyed.
Third class 2 were delighted to
take part in a 3D Printing
Project this month with the help
of Kevin Moerman, one of our
class parents. Kevin
demonstrated how 3D printers
work and how they can be used
to improve peoples’ lives via
Zoom. They then designed their
own 3D decorations for the
holiday season and
they were printed for them.
Here are some lovely examples
of what they produced. Thank
you very much again Kevin!

4th Class 2 – On Crannógs

In fourth class 2 we have been paying close
attention to the crannóg being built outside.
So, we thought it would be a good idea to learn
about crannóg’s in our history lesson. We
learned that crannógs were built 2500 years
ago! We also learned that crannóg’s were built
on lakes and there wasn't a direct passage into
them. Instead of a bridge they had stepping
stones and the location of the stones was only
known by welcome visitors. It took an
estimated time of 12 days to build a crannóg.
After we put in some hard work we decided to
make mini crannóg’s of our own. Firstly, our
teacher told us to gather moss, sticks and
rocks. Then, we moulded our clay into the right
shape. Next, we stuck sticks on the clay to
form a firm wall. Finally, we stacked up
matchsticks to create the roof.
Written by Abdul, Daragh and Will.

Frásaí na Coicíse
Naionáin
Nollaig/ Hanukah shona duit!
Happy Christmas/Hanukah to you!

Seomra Shona Middle
Rang a 1 & 2
Nollaig/ Hanukah shona daoibh
Happy Christmas/Hanukah to you!
(plural)

Rang a 3 & 4
Nollaig/ Hanukah shona duit!
Happy Christmas/Hanukah to you!
Agus duit féin!
And to you!

Rang a 5 & 6
Nollaig/ Hanukah shona duit agus
athbhliain faoi mhaise duit!
Happy Christmas/Hanukah to you
and a happy new year!

For audio pronunciation log on
to www.teanglann.ie and type in the
phrase.

ag déanamh Fear Sneachta

