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TREES @GETNS
G.E.T Outside have planted 335 native
Irish trees in a woodland formation. The
students at G.E.T.N.S when surveyed spoke
about having more trees on our grounds, being
able to visit woods and forests and being able to
learn about native plants in their own
environment. It has been wonderful to be able
to make the children’s ideas a reality!
This is a list of the native trees that have been
planted: Oak, Hazel, Spindle. Guelder Rose,
Arbutus, Whitebeam, Birch, Scots Pine, Alder,
Holly, Rowan, Crab Apple, Elder, Hawthorn,
Willow.

Rowan
The trees are bare root and will take a
few years to mature and become
established. We are hoping that they will
be a wonderful legacy for all of the
students at G.E.T.N.S for many years into
the future.

Hawthorn
Oak

Trees were sourced from CELT
Nurseries https://www.celtnet.org/
Centre for Environmental Living
and Training based in Co Clare.
Their ethos is to encourage
individuals and communities to live
a more sustainable way of life by
providing skills and knowledge
aimed at increasing personal
capacity and community
resilience. The CELT Native tree
Nursery was created in 2007 to
specialise in native trees and
shrubs of certified Irish origin
which is very important for
biodiversity.

Trees Help Fight Climate Change
As trees grow, they help stop climate change by
removing carbon dioxide from the air, storing carbon in
the trees and soil, and releasing oxygen into the
atmosphere. Trees provide many benefits to us, every
day. They offer cooling shade, block cold winter winds,
attract birds and wildlife, purify our air, prevent soil
erosion, clean our water, and add grace and beauty to
our homes and communities.

As trees grow,
they absorb and
store the carbon
dioxide emissions
that are driving
global heating.

New research estimates that a worldwide planting
programme could remove two-thirds of all the emissions
from human activities that remain in the atmosphere today,
a figure the scientists describe as “mind-blowing”.

Native Irish Trees and Shrubs
Around 12,000 years ago, Ireland was
covered in snow and ice. This was known
as the Ice Age. As the weather became
warmer, the snow and ice melted and
trees began to grow. The seeds of trees
such as hazel and oak were brought
here by birds and animals, across the
land bridges from Britain and the rest
of Europe. The seeds of other trees, such
as willow and birch, are so light that
they were blown here by the wind.

Willow

Hazel
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Eventually, the seas rose, the land
bridges were flooded and Ireland became
an island. Our native trees are the trees
that reached here before we were
separated from the rest of Europe.

Why plant native Irish
trees and shrubs.

Input of Children’s Advisory Committee
We asked the children for ideas on how we can
help our school community to feel more
connected to the new addition to the school
grounds...this is what they said!:

Name our woodland!
Our Native Trees have been part of invite all children to
the Irish landscape for thousands contribute a suggestion
of years. They benefit a huge range to name the woodland.
of wildlife ~ birds, insects, small
Assign a tree to each
mammals ~ as well as being hosts
to many mosses, lichens and fungi family in our school
and are obviously well suited to our community - label the
environment.
tree with the family
name and watch it grow.
Decorate the woodland
with painted stones with
positive messages and
messages about climate
change.
for the children to
learn all about the
native trees that we
have planted.
For the children to
learn more about the
importance of trees for
our planet.
-To do a global
warming/climate change
project.

Crab Apple

Arbetus

We also asked the
children: How do we
protect our woodland?
This is what they
said....
Fencing/boundary around
the planting area
Stake beside each tree
to strengthen each trunk
Low level boundary
around each tree
Signs up sound the trees
to mind them

Guelder Rose

